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FETE DES SAINTS ANGES GARDIENS.

Angeli eorum in cwelis semper vident faciem Palris
mei, qui in ceelis est.

Les anges de ces pelits enfants voient sans cesse
la face de mon Pére céleste. (S. Mabth., xvur, 10.)

part de noire Dieul! Non content de nous avoir
e donné son .Fils unique, le plus t.fzndre objet de
%m«;zf ses complaisances, pour le sacrifier 4 la mort
la plus cruelle; non content de nous avoir arrachés & la
tyrannie du démon, de nous avoir appelés & la glorieuse
qualité d’enfants de Dieu et de nous avoir choisis pour
cohériliers de son royaume, il veul encore envoyer &
chacun de nous, un ange du ciel pour nous garder tous
les jours de nolre vie. Cet ange ne mous doit pas quit-
ter, avant d’avoir paru avec nous au tribunal de Jésus-
Christ, pour lui rendre compte de toul ce que nous
aurons fait pendant notre vie. Oui, M. F., nos anges
gardiens sont nos plus fidéles amis, parce qu'ils sont
avec nous le jour, la nuit, dans tout le temps et dans
tous les lieux. La foi nous apprend que nous les avons

English

FEAST OF THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS

Angeli eorum in ceelis semper vident faciem Patris met, qui in ccelis est.
The angels of these little children continually see the face of my heavenly Father.

(S. Matth., xviii, 10.)

Such goodness, M.F. [my brothers] such tenderness on the part of our God! Not
content with having given us His only Son, the most tender object of His delight,
to sacrifice Him to the most cruel death; not content with having rescued us from
the tyranny of the devil, with having called us to the glorious quality of children
of God and with having chosen us as co-heirs of His kingdom, He also wants to
send to each of us, an angel from heaven to guard us all the days of our life.

This angel must not leave us before having appeared with us at the tribunal of
Jesus Christ, to give Him an account of all that we have done during our life.
Yes, My brethren, our guardian angels are our most faithful friends, because they
are with us day, night, at all times and in all places.
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toujours a nos cdtés. C'est ce qui fait dire & David :
« Que rien ne pourra nous nuire, parce que le Seigneur
a commandé 4 ses anges d’avoir soin de nous; » et,
pour montrer combien sont grands les soins qu'ils pren-
nent de nous, Ie prophéte dit qu’ils nous porlent entre
leurs mains, comme une mére porte son enfant. Ah!
c'est que Dicu prévoyait les dangers sans nombre aux-
quels nous serions exposés sur la terre, au milieu de
tant d’ennemis, qui tous ne cherchent que notre perte.
Oui, M. F., ce sont nos bons anges qui nous consolent
dans nos peines, qui nous avertissent quand le démon
vient nous tenter, qui présentent a Dieu nos priéres et
toutes nos bonnes actions, qui nous assistent & la mort
et présentent nos imes a leur souverain Juge. Oh! M. F.,
que de biens nous recevons par le ministére de nos bons
anges gardiens! Afin de vous engager & avoir en eux
une grande confiance, je vais vous montrer : 1° combien
sont grands les soins qu'ils prennent de nous; 2° ce que
nous devons faire pour leur témoigner notre reconnais-
sance.

I. Vouloir prouver, M. F., qu'il y a des anges, ce se-
rait perdre son temps. Depuis le commencement du
monde, le commerce des anges avec les hommes est si
fréquent, que I'Ecriture sainte en fait mention & tout ins-
tant. Il faudrait n'avoir pas ombre de¢ bon sens pour en
douter. Lorsque Adam fut dans le paradis terrestre, le
Pére céleste lui envoya ses anges pour lui faire part de
ses volontés. Quand Adam eut le malheur de pécher, ce
fut un ange qui le chassa du paradis. Presque tous les
patriarches et les prophétes ont été instrnits par les
anges dos volontés du Scigneur. Souvent méme, nous
voyons que Dicu s’est fait représenter par des anges.

English

Faith teaches us that we have them always by our side.

This is what makes David say: “That nothing can harm us, because the Lord has
commanded His angels to take care of us; » and, to show how great is the care
they take of us, the prophet says that they carry us in their hands, as a mother
carries her child.

Ah! is that God foresaw the countless dangers to which we would be exposed on
earth, in the midst of so many enemies, all of whom seek only our destruction.

Yes, my brethren, it is our good angels who console us in our sorrows, who warn
us when the devil comes to tempt us, who present our prayers and all our good
deeds to God, who assist us at death and present our souls to their sovereign
Judge.

Oh! My brethren, what good things we receive through the ministry of our good
guardian angels.

In order to encourage you to have great confidence in them, I will show you:
1° how great is the care they take of us;
2° what we must do to show them our gratitude.

1.Wanting to prove, my brethren, that there are angels would be a waste of time.

Since the beginning of the world, the commerce of angels with men has been so
frequent that Holy Scripture makes mention of it at all times.

You would have to not have a single good sound to doubt it.

When Adam was in the earthly paradise, the Heavenly Father sent His angels to
him to inform him of his wishes.

When Adam had the misfortune of sinning, it was an angel who chased him out
of paradise.

Almost all the patriarchs and prophets were instructed by angels about the will of
the Lord.

Often we even see that God has made Himself represented by angels.
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Mais, me direz-vous, si on les voyait, I’on aurait bien
plus de confiance? — Si cela edt été nécessaire au salut
de notre 4me, le bon Dieu les aurait rendus visibles.
Mais cela importe peu; car dans notre religion, nous
ne connaissons que par la fol, et cela, afin que toutes
nos actions soient plus méritoires. D’ailleurs, nous som-
mes aussi sirs de leur présence, que si nous les voyions
de nos propres yeux. Si vous désirez savoir le nombre
des anges, leur fonction, je vous dirai qu'ils sont sans
nombre ; les uns sont créés pour honorer Jésus-Christ
dans sa vie cachée, souffrante et glorieuse, ou pour étre
les gardiens des hommes, sans cesser, pour cela, de jouir
de la présence divine. Les autres s'occupent & con-
templer les perfections de Dieu, ou bien, veillent & no-
tre conservation, en nous fournissant fous les moyens
nécessaires 4 notre sanctification. Quoigue le bon Dieu
sc suffise & Jui-méme, il emploie néanmoins pour gou-
verner le monde, le ministére de ses anges. Tels, sont
élablis protecieurs des royaumes, tels autres, des em-
pires, etc.

Si nous voyons Dieu prendre tant de soin de notre vie,
nous devons conclure que notre ime est quelque chose de
bien grand et de bien précieux, pour qu'il emploie & sa
conservation et & sa sanctification, tout ce qu'il a de plus
grand dans sa cour. Il nous a donné son Fils pour nous
sauver. Ce Fils lui-méme, donne son corps et son sang
pour en faire la nourriture de nos &mes, il consent &
rester nuit et jour au milieu de nous, il donne & chacun
de nous un et méme plusieurs anges, qui s'occupent
uniquement & lui demander pour nous les grices et les
secours nécessaires & notre salut. N'est-ce pas, M. F.,
gue jamais nous n’avons bien pensé 4 ce que nous som-
mes, & ce que vaut notre 4me? Oh! que I'homme connait

English

But, you will tell me, if we saw them, we would have much more confidence?

— If it had been necessary for the salvation of our soul, the good God [le bon
Dieu] would have made them visible.

But that matters little; for in our religion we only know by faith, so that all our
actions may be more meritorious.

Besides, we are as sure of their presence as if we saw them with our own eyes.

If you wish to know the number of angels, their function, I will tell you that they
are without number; some are created to honor Jesus Christ in his hidden,
suffering and glorious life, or to be the guardians of men, without ceasing [sans
relache], for this reason, to enjoy the divine presence.

The others occupy themselves in contemplating the perfections of God, or else,
watch over our preservation, by providing us with all the means necessary for
our sanctification.

Although the good God [le bon Dieu] is sufficient in himself, he nevertheless
uses the ministry of his angels to govern the world.

Some are established as protectors of kingdoms, others of empires, etc. If we see
God taking so much care of our life, we must conclude that our soul is something
very great and very precious, so that He uses for its preservation and
sanctification all that is greatest in His court.

He gave us His Son to save us.

This Son himself gives His body and his blood to make them the food of our
souls [nourriture de nos ames], He agrees to remain night and day in our midst,
He gives each of us one and even several angels, who are solely concerned with
asking him for us the graces and help necessary for our salvation.

Isn't it true, my brethren, that we have never really thought about what we are,
what our soul is worth?
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peu ce qu'il est, et la fin pour laquelle il a été créél... Nous
lisons dans I'Ecriture sainte que le Seigncur disait & son
peuple : « Je vais vous cnvoyer mon ange, afin qu’il vous
conduisc dans toules vos démarches. » Oh! M. F., qui
pourrait compler les grices que nous rccevons par la
protection de nos anges gardiens! Oui, ce sont eux qui
nous consolent dans nos chagrins. Lorsque Agar, dit
UEeriture, fut chassée de la meison de son maitre, elle
se relira dans un déserl, et 13, comme ellc s’abandonnait
4 la trislesse, le Seigneur lui envoya un ange pour la
consoler el lui dire : « Ne vous laissez point aller au
désespoir, mais relournez dans la maison de volre maitre,
et soyez plus soumise. » Ce ful un ange que le Seigneur
envoya & Loth pour lui dire de sorlir promptement de la
ville de Sodome, avant que le Seigneur y fit tomber le
feu du ciel. Ce furent les anges qui préservérent des
flammes les trois enfants dans la fournaise de Babylone,
et qui fermérent la gueule des lions pour les empécher
de dévorer le prophéie Daniel.

Les anges, M. F., s¢ font un grand plaisir de nous
assister dans nos colreprises, quand elles sont sclon
Dicu; nous cn avons un bel exemple dans la personne
du jeune Tobie. Son pére I'envoya & Ragés pour chercher
son argent; ne sachant point le chemin, le bon Dieu lui
envoya l'ange Raphuél, qui se présenta & lui sous la
forme d’un jeunc homme. Tobie lui demanda s'il con-
naissait le chemin pour aller & Ragés. L’ange lui dit qu'il
le connaissait ¢t méme l'oncle chez qui il allait. Le jeune
homme, tout joycux, va dire & son pére qu’il avait trouvé
un homme qui savail le chemin de Ragés el qui connais-
sail son oncle. L'ange partit donc avec Tobie, et lui
donna tous les renseignements nécessaires 4 son voyage.
Pendant leur route, Tobie étant allé sur le bord du Tigre,
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Oh! that man knows for what he is, and the end for which he was created! ...
We read in Holy Scripture that the Lord said to His people: “I will send you My
angel, that he may guide you in all your steps.

"Oh! My brethren, who could count the graces that we receive through the
protection of our guardian angels!

Yes, they are the ones who console us in our sorrows.

When Hagar, says the Scripture, was driven from her master's house, she
withdrew into a desert, and there, as she gave way to sadness, the Lord sent her
an angel to comfort her and say to her: "Do not give way to despair, but return to
your master's house, and be more submissive.

» It was an angel that the Lord sent to Lot to tell him to leave the city of Sodom
quickly, before the Lord caused fire to fall there from heaven.

It was the angels who preserved the three children in the furnace of Babylon
from the flames, and who closed the mouths of the lions to prevent them from
devouring the prophet Daniel.

The angels, My brethren, take great pleasure in assisting us in our undertakings,
when they are according to God; we have a good example of this in the person of
young Tobit.

His father sent him to Rages to get his money; not knowing the way, the good
God [le bon Dieu] sent him the angel Raphael, who presented himself to him in
the form of a young man.

Tobias asked him if he knew the way to Rages.

The angel told him that he knew him and even the uncle he was going to.

The young man, very happy, went to tell his father that he had found a man who
knew the way to Rages and who knew his uncle.

So the angel left with Tobias, and gave him all the information necessary for his
journey.
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un poisson énorme sembla venir & lui pour le dévorer,
il eul aussitot recours 4 son protectcur, ne sachant pas
qu’il était un ange. Celui-ci lui dit : « Ne craignez rien,
lirez-le a vous. » A l'instant le poisson creva (1). 1l lui
dit encore : « Prenez le fiel pour I'emporter, vous en
frotlerez les yeux de votre pére et vous lui rendrez ainsi
la vue. » Il le mena chez son oncle, ol tout alla pour le
mieux, Il lui sauva encore la vie en enchainant le dé-
mon. Lorsqu’ils furent de retour, le jeune Tobie ne sa-
chanl comment payer tant de Bienfaits, dit & son pére :
« Mon pére, quand nous donnerions la moitié de lout
ce que nous avons apporté, cela ne serait pas assez
pour le récompenser de tous les services qu'il m'a ren-
dus dans mon voyage : il m'a conduit et ramené sain
et sauf, il m’a délivré d’'un monstre qui allait me dévo-
rer, il a oblenu lui-méme l'argent que mon oncle nous
devait, il m'a fait aussi épouser une femme selon le cceur
de Dieu, il a enfin empéché le démon de me détruire,
comme il I'a fait des sept maris qui I'ont épousée avant
moi, » Le pére voulant lui faire accepter la moitié de tout
ce qu’ils avatent apporté, 'ange se fit connaitre et dis-
parut. Mais pour témoigner & Dieu leur reconnaissance,
ils se prosternérent longtemps la face contre terre. Voyez-
vous, M. F., combien les anges prennent soin de nous,
lorsque pous avons confiance en eux?...

Nous voyons encore un bel exemple de cette profection
de notre bon ange gardien, dans la personne de sainte
Agnés, vierge et martyre. Elle appartenait & une grande
famille de Rome, aussi ful-elle demandée en mariage par
Procope, fils de Symphrone, alors préfet de cette ville.
Agnés, qui s'était déja donnée & Jésus-Christ, refusa ce

{1} Mourut.

English

During their journey, Tobias having gone to the bank of the Tigris, A huge fish seemed
to come towards him to devour him, he immediately had recourse to his protector, not
knowing that he was an angel.

He said to him: “Fear nothing, pull him to you.

» Instantly the fish died (1).

He said to him again: “Take the gall to carry it away, you will rub it into your father’s
eyes and thus restore his sight.

» He took him to his uncle, where everything went well.

He saved his life again by chaining the demon.

When they returned, young Tobias, not knowing how to pay so many fees, said to his
father: "My father, if we gave half of everything we brought, it would not be enough to
reward him for all the services he rendered me on my journey: he led me and brought
me back safe and sound, he delivered me from a monster who was going to devour me,
he himself obtained the money that my uncle owed us, he also made me marrying a
woman after God's own heart, he finally stopped the devil from destroying me, as he did
the seven husbands who married her before me.

» The father wanted him to accept half of everything they had brought, the angel made
himself known and disappeared.

But to show their gratitude to God, they prostrated themselves with their faces to the
ground for a long time.

Do you see, My brethren, how much the angels take care of us, when we trust in
them?...

We see yet another beautiful example of this protection of our good guardian angel, in
the person of Saint Agnes, virgin and martyr.

She belonged to a great family in Rome, so she was asked to marry by Procope, son of
Symphrone, then prefect of this city.
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"parti, quoique avantageux pour eile. Elle ne craignit pas
de dire & Procope, qui était venu la trouver lui-méme :
« Retire-loi, tyran, aiguillon de péché, pierre de scandale,
et chair de mort, ne crois pas quo jo sois infidéle & mon
époux Jésus-Christ. 11 posséde toul mon cceur, il est bon,
il est beau, il a toules les qualilés que l'on puisse dési-
rer. » Le prélet la fit appeler, et la conjura de ne puint
rejeter 'alliance de son (ils; ou bien alors, sur son refus,
il la ferait trainer dans un lieu infime, ol elle perdrait
celte pureté, qu'elle avait tant a4 cccur de conserver.
Agnés répondit au préfet : « Ne vous mettez pas en peine,
je ne crains rien; j'al pour me garder un ange qui aura
bien soin de moi, et qui prendra ma défense d’une ma-
niére merveillcuse. » Voyant qu'il ne pouvait arriver &
ses [ins, le magistrut donna ordre de la dépouiller de ses
vélements, et de la {rainer ainsi & travers tout Rome,
pour étre livrée & des libertins. Par un miracle de la
puissance de Dieu, ses cheveux grandirent si merveilleu-
sement, qu'ils suffirent & couvrir tous ses membres. Ar-
rivée dans ce lieu infime, son ange gardien se montra
visiblement a clle pour la défendre et la vétir d’une robe
blanche comme la neige; en méme temps, cct anire d'im-
pureté fut éclairé d'unc lumiérc plus éclatante que le
soleil. Les libertins entrérent dans ce cachol; mais, sur-
pris de loules ces merveilles, et frappés d'épouvante par
la vue de cect ange d’une beauté incomparable, ils se
convertirent tous. Procope crut venir a son tour braver
tous ces prodiges, mais l'unge qui gardail Agnés lo
frappa, et il tomba morl aux pieds de la sainte. Le préfet
de la ville apprenant que son fils venait de mourir dans
ce cachot, vinl tronver Aguis, en la traitant de « furie
sortie des enfers, monsire né pour la destruction des
mortels. » Agnés dit qu'elle n’avait point fait mourir Pro-
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Agnes, who had already given herself to Jesus Christ, refused this. gone,
although advantageous for her.

She did not fear to say to Procopius, who had come to find her himself:
“Begone, tyrant, sting of sin, stone of scandal, and flesh of death, do not believe
that I am unfaithful to my husband Jesus Christ.

He has my whole heart, He is good, He is beautiful, He has all the qualities one
could desire.”

» The prefect called her, and implored her not to reject her son's alliance; or else,
upon her refusal, he would have her dragged to an infamous place, where she
would lose the purity she was so keen to preserve.

Agnes replied to the prefect: “Don’t worry, I fear nothing; I have to protect me
an angel who will take good care of me, and who will defend me in a marvelous
way.

» Seeing that he could not achieve his goals, the magistrate gave orders to strip
her of her clothes, and to drag her throughout Rome, to be delivered to libertines.

By a miracle of God's power, his hair grew so wonderfully that it was enough to
cover all his limbs.

Arriving in this infamous place, her guardian angel visibly appeared to defend
her and clothe her in a dress white as snow; at the same time, this den of
impurity was illuminated with a light more brilliant than the sun.

The libertines entered this dungeon; but, surprised by all these wonders, and
struck with terror by the sight of this angel of incomparable beauty, they all
converted.

Procopius thought he was coming in his turn to defy all these prodigies, but the
angel who guarded Agnes struck him, and he fell dead at the saint's feet.

The prefect of the city hearing that his son had just died in this dungeon, came to
find Agnes, calling her a “fury from hell, a monster born for the destruction of
mortals.

» Agnes said that she had not caused Procopius to die.
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cope, mais qu'il était lni-méme Pauteur de sa mort par
son effronterie. Aussi son ange gardien l'avait-il frappé
au moment ot ce malheureux allait lul ravir sa pureté.
Toutefois, la sainte voulant montrer au magistrat la puis-
sance de son époux, et que les chrétiens savaient rendre
le bien pour le mal, ressuscita Procope, qui courut toute
la ville de Rome, répétant sans cesse que le Dieu des
chrétiens était le scul vrai Dieu... Cet exemple vous
prouve combien sont grands les secours et les grdces
in

English

but that he himself was the author of his death by his effrontery.

Also his guardian angel had struck him at the moment when this unfortunate man
was going to take away his purity.

However, the saint wanting to show the magistrate the power of her husband,
and that the Christians knew how to return good for evil, resurrected Procopius,
who ran throughout the city of Rome, constantly repeating that the God of the
Christians was the only true God...

This example proves to you how great are the help and graces that we receive
from our good guardian angels, if we have the good fortune to have great
confidence in them, especially in our temptations and in perils.

But, you will ask me, when does the good God [le bon Dieu] send us our
guardian angels from heaven?

It is, My brethren, when our souls are created, that is to say when our bodies are
in the position to receive them, so that a pregnant mother has her guardian angel,
and she also has that of the child she carries in her womb to ensure that nothing
can take her life before having received holy Baptism.

We should, My brethren, be able to understand how great the joy of our good
guardian angels is, when we are taken to church to receive this sacrament.
They eagerly write our name in the book of life!

It is very certain that we have many demons around us to make us fall into sin;

and, if our guardian angel were not there with us to defend us, we would
succumb to all the attacks that the demon delivers to us.

It is our good angel who makes us see temptation; it is he who inspires us to have
recourse to God, who makes us remember his presence to make us fear sin.
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If we have the misfortune of sinning, it is our good guardian angels who will
throw themselves at the feet of the good God [le bon Dieu] to ask him for our
grace.

Indeed, after each sin, we usually feel remorse for having done evil, and we
promise the good God [le bon Dieu] not to do it again.

It is surely our guardian angel who, through his prayers, deserves this grace for
us.

If he sees that we are insensitive to the outrages we have done to God, he
threatens us with the punishments of divine justice; It makes us think of death, of
the regret we will have, at that moment, for having done evil.

It makes us think of some sudden or frightening death.

The thought of judgment will pursue us, and that of hell will lodge itself in our
heart to tear our souls, and thus, in some way, force us not to remain in sin any
longer.

Our guardian angels, My brethren, accompany us everywhere.

It is reported in the story that a young man saw, in a sensitive way, his guardian
angel.

When he entered the church, his angel always entered before him; when he was a
priest, his angel no longer wanted to go first; he was sometimes seen talking and
remaining at the door for a long time.

We asked him why.

“Before I was a priest,” he said, “my angel always preceded me, now he no
longer wants to enter until I enter first.

» Ah!

My brethren, if we had the thought, when we come to church, that our angels
walk before us, with what respect would we not come!... with what modesty we
would attend holy mass, thinking that we are next to a guardian angel prostrated
before the God of all greatness?

With what eagerness would we not charge him to present our prayers to Jesus
Christ?

It is also reported that a young English prince abandoned his palace to retire into
a desert.
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God, for him witness- hinder his joy, gave him the happiness of seeing his
guardian angel every morning and every evening.

It is said of Saint Frances that she continually saw her guardian angel, in the
form of a child of incomparable beauty, and whose face was so resplendent that
she often read her office during the night in the clarity of the light it shed.

Her angel took so much care to lead her to perfection that if, at times, she
indulged in useless thoughts in her solitude, or if some idle word escaped her in
conversation, this good angel would make her aware of her fault by
disappearing.

Then, filled with confusion and pain at having herself distanced her faithful
guardian, she wept bitterly, praying to the good God [le bon Dieu] to have pity
on her, and promising him that she would correct herself.

After a few moments of tears, she saw her guardian angel reappear, to whom she
expressed her pain at having forced him to move away.

If, sometimes, those who were with the saint said something to her that could
hurt charity even a little, she showed the pain she felt by covering her face with
her hands My brethren, although we do not see, like this saint, our guardian
angel, we are no less sure of having her near us to watch over the preservation of
our soul.

Alas! with what tortures and bitterness must we not inflict it, by leading such a
miserable life?

What must the guardian angel think of a person who does neither Easter nor
confession? of an elderly person who continually rolls around in the sin of
impurity?

Ah! my God, if they were capable of suffering, would they not be as miserable as
the reprobate who burn in hell?

How can the angels, who are so pure, remain near these infamous people?

Can our charitable angels stay with the vindictive and resentful?
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Can the angels, so humble, accompany the proud?

How can an angel, who loves the good God [le bon Dieu] so much, be happy with an
impious person, an unbeliever who denies everything, who believes in nothing?

Is it really possible that we are so bad, so ungrateful, towards such beneficent friends, so
faithful in not leaving us for a single moment?...

We know that our guardian angels take great care to console us in our pains and
sufferings.

We read in Holy Scripture that Jacob, fleeing from the fury of his brother, fell asleep on
the way.

The good Lord, to console him, showed him in a vision a ladder, which rose from the
earth to heaven; he saw the angels ascending and descending to offer our prayers to God
and bring back the graces we ask.

The angel who had led and brought back the young Iobic, having made himself known,
said to his father: “When you prayed and buried the dead, it was I myself who brought
your good deeds to the Lord.

» It is said in the life of Saint Nicholas Tolentin that, during the two months of his
illness, four angels stayed in his room all night.

They sang a melody so pleasant that he forgot his suffering.

The last six days before his death they remained day and night; all those who had the
pleasure of entering the room also had the pleasure of hearing their songs.

The angels took his soul with them into heaven.

Saint Liduwinc suffering from very violent pains, an angel appeared to her in such great
beauty that she forgot her sufferings.

We can say that the angels delight in rendering us all the services of which they are
capable, and that they are very keen to have us participate in their happiness.

Through them, heaven carries out holy commerce with earth.
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God often employed the ministry of holy angels in the most important events.

It was through them that he instructed the patriarchs and the prophets, through
them that he spoke to his people.

We read in Holy Scripture that the Lord sent his angel to speak to the Israelites
in his name: “I took you out of Egypt and brought you into the Promised Land,
promising you that I would never abandon you, but on condition that you would
be faithful to me.

You didn't want to hear my voice, why did you behave this way?

It is because of your infidelity and the contempt you made of my graces that |
did not defend you against your enemies.

» The Israelites, hearing these words of the angel, began to cry out lamentably,
and shed abundant tears, begging him to have pity on them and not to abandon
them. iWe see that all men who were great on earth were announced by angels.

It was an angel who announced the birth of Samson, the avenger of God's
people.

It was an angel who announced the conception of Saint John.

It was an angel who announced the conception of the Savior, it was an angel who
announced his birth to the shepherds, it was an angel who told Joseph to flee to

Egypt.
It was another angel who consoled Jesus in his agony in the Garden of Olives, it

was the angels who buried and accompanied the body of the Blessed Virgin after
her death.

They will be angels who will accompany the Lord to His last judgment.

“According to this, My brethren, if each of them must be honored according to
their dignity,” Saint Bernard tells us, “what honor and what praise should we not
give to our guardian angels, whose nature is so perfect, whose holiness is so
eminent, whose glory is so dazzling?
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» But what should lead us above all to great veneration towards them is their
inviolable fidelity to the good God [le bon Dieu].

Their innocence has never been sullied by the slightest stain, their love and their
zeal have never suffered the slightest alteration.

If we truly loved the good God [le bon Dieu], My brethren, what joy would we
not have at what he receives from these blessed spirits, such perfect praise?

Alas, how imperfect are the praises of those who, even among us, love him most!
How many distractions in our conversations with God!

For the angels, on the contrary, nothing is capable of distracting them from the
presence of God, so absorbed are they in the contemplation of his greatness.

They continually make the vault of heaven resound with this song of joy: “Holy,
Holy, Holy, the Lord, the God of hosts; May honor, glory and adoration be
returned to him, for ever and ever!

» I say that our guardian angels are very exact in helping us in our troubles.
We read in the Acts of the holy Apostles the following trait.

Saint Peter having been put in prison by the order of Herod, he fell asleep
between the two soldiers who guarded him at night, it was the day before the day
on which he was to be put to death; an angel suddenly appears to him, awakens
him, breaks his chains and opens the doors of the prison, saying to him: “Rise
quickly... and follow me.

» Being guided by the angel, he left his prison and knocked at the door of the
house where the disciples were gathered.

A servant having heard Pierre's voice, unable to contain her joy, ran without
opening the door to announce that Pierre was there.

We didn't want to believe it; some treat it Although it was foolish, the others said
it was an angel.
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And Peter having entered, told all his brothers what his guardian angel had done
to deliver him.

We see that God often sent his angels to help the martyrs.
Thus, it was the angels who brought the crowns to the forty martyrs of Sebaste,
which caused the very one who kept them to convert at the sight of this prodigy.

The holy King David, who knew how pleasing their praises are to the Lord,
invited the angels to praise and bless him, saying to them: “Bless the Lord, all
you who are ministers of His will.

» Let us follow, My brethren, the example of this holy king, let us often pray to
the angels to praise and adore God for us; let us ask them to take our place with
him, to thank Him for all the graces He has given us during our lives.

Let us ask them to pray to the good God [le bon Dieu] to change our hearts, and
to make them heavenly hearts.

I1.

To deserve this happiness which is the protection of our guardian angels, we

must often invoke them, respect them well and, above all, try to imitate them in
all our actions.

The first thing we must imitate in them is the thought of the presence (of God);
following their example, let us never lose it.

Ah! My brethren, if we had this happiness, how many fewer sins!..

Indeed, if we were truly penetrated by the presence of God, how could we do
evil?

Oh! that our virtues and all our good works would be (much) more pleasing to
God!

We would have no more human respect, no more human views.

If we always remembered the presence of God, how would we have the courage
to remain in sin, seeing how much suffering we cause Jesus Christ?

How could we wish harm to our neighbor, thinking that the good God [le bon
Dieu], whose goodness is infinite, considers, reads and listens to all the
movements of our heart?
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Also, wanting to elevate the patriarch Abraham to high perfection, God said to
him: “Abraham, do you want to be perfect?

Walk in my presence.”

» How can it be that we forget so easily the good God [le bon Dieu], while we
always have Him before us?

Why are we not filled with respect and gratitude towards our angels, who
accompany us day and night?

Of the princes of the celestial court 1... oh my God, how happy we are!... but
also, how far we are from understanding it!

“I’m too miserable,” you might say, “to deserve that!” » Not only does God not
lose sight of you for an instant, My brethren, but he gives you an angel who
never ceases to guide your steps.

Oh! happiness too great, but too little known to men!

We must also imitate their love for God.

They have His glory so much at heart that when we have the misfortune of
sinning, they would throw us into the depths of hell if God did not forbid them
from punishing us [Example of Heliodorus beaten by the angels.

(Note from the Venerable.)]

They would rather be thrown with the damned than displease God in the slightest
thing.

Also, Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us that they feel immense joy when a sinner is
converted.

If therefore the conversion of a sinner rejoices the entire heavenly court, what
joy, My brethren, for these ministers of peace, when they see reigning among us
this charity which unites them so closely to God in heaven.

It is true that we must have great devotion
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towards all the angels, because they are all concerned with our salvation; but we
must have a special devotion to our holy guardian angels, because of the great
care they take of us and the great desire they have to lead us to heaven.

They cannot leave us alone for a moment, for fear that the demon will deceive
us.

Oh! what happiness and what consolation, when we go to bed, to know, by faith,
that our good guardian angel watches over our preservation during the night, and
that he will spend the entire night praying for us!

What a joy to know that when we leave home, we are never alone on the road.

The elders were so imbued with the presence of the guardian range that they
never greeted a person without also greeting their good angel; and this is where
this old habit of saying to a person, even if alone, comes from: “I greet you and
the company.

» What is this company, if not that of the good guardian angel?
But we say it without thinking about it...

Our guardian angels never abandon us, we must be docile to the advice they give
us.

A solitary man had taken his penances to such a high degree of rigor that he
could no longer stand on his feet.

As the water he was going to fetch was very far away, he said to himself: “Since
I am having so much trouble fetching my water, I am going to move my cell
closer to the fountain.

» While his mind was occupied with this, he heard a voice saying, “One, two and
three,” like a person counting something.

Astonished at this language, he turns and sees his guardian angel counting his
steps, telling him that the Lord had ordered him to do so, and that none was lost.
The saint seeing that this was pleasing to God, far from approaching his 6* cell,
removed him further, so as to deserve more.

Alas 1 how miserable we are not to do everything we do for the good God [le
bon Dieu]!
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That we would win for heaven and that we would please our guardian angel!
How rich we would find ourselves at the hour of death!
Alas!

My brethren, how many times our sins have forced our good angels to move away from
us, that is to say, to abandon us to our enemies, who are the demons and our passions!

Another grace that we receive from them is when, finding us in sin, they never cease to
give us remorse, and, as they are continually with the good God [le bon Dieu], (they)
beg him not to let us die in this state.

They take opportunities away from us, and take all kinds of means to bring us into
grace.

They console us in our sorrows, our persecutions.

We have a beautiful example of this in the story of Saint Victor.

His good guardian angel appeared to him visibly to encourage him to suffer martyrdom,
by showing him the greatness of the glory which was prepared for him in heaven, and
how much he made himself pleasing to God.

So we see few martyrs who suffered with such courage and joy.

This great saint was a soldier and lived in the time of Diocletian and Maximian.

These two emperors published the edict that all those who did not worship idols would
die in the most cruel tortures.

Seeing that several Christians were beginning to falter, Victor went from prison to
prison, where several were already confined, in order to inflame them with the desire for
martyrdom; he even accompanied them to the place of their torture.

His words had so much force and grace that the martyrs seemed to suffer nothing,
provided that soldier Victor was at their side.
He said to them: “Courage, my friends, heaven awaits you.

See Jesus Christ who extends His hand to you; despise life which lasts so short; lift up
your hearts to heaven, and Jesus Christ will give you the strength to fight and
overcome.”
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» The Emperor Maximian, guided by hatred of the Christian name, summons
Victor and orders him to be tied to an untamed horse, which drags him
throughout the city; then he had him beaten with rods, so that the body of the
saint was nothing more than a scrap of flesh.

In the midst of these torments, he prayed to God to support him with his grace.

Jesus Christ, touched by his sufferings, appeared to him with his cross:
“Courage, Victor,” he said to him, “I am Jesus Christ, I am your refuge, fear
nothing; I will be with you until the end, take courage.”

» Some time later, his guardian angel appeared to him in his prison, removed his
chains, and consoled him by making him taste in advance the sweets that the
Lord was preparing for him in heaven.

Then he said to him: “Come out of the prison and show yourself to the emperor,
that he may see how the Lord cares for those who serve him.

» He did indeed go out.

The tyrant, surprised to see him again, asked him who had delivered him: “It was
Jesus Christ,” he said, “who broke my chains, through the ministry of his
angels.”

» More furious than ever, Maximien has Victor taken back to his prison.

But the same angel appeared again, and filled the prison with such a bright light,
that all the prisoners who were there urgently asked for holy Baptism.

The emperor, informed of all these miracles, had Victor crushed by an enormous
millstone.

Then his angel led his soul in triumph into heaven, where God awaited to reward
him.

Why then, My brethren, do we have so little courage in our temptations, in
persecutions?

Ah! that's because we don't count only on ourselves, and that we do not have
recourse to our guardian troughs, who would ask the good God [le bon Dieu] for
grace to make us victorious in our battles.
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I say that we must unite with our guardian angels when we pray, because they
are so pleasing to God that Jesus Christ cannot refuse them anything.

We are sure that they are next to us when we pray, and especially when we hear
Holy Mass.

A disciple of Saint John Chrysostom tells us that, many times, while he was
serving him mass, he saw the house of God filled with a multitude of angels;
some were prostrated before the adorable Body already present on the altar, and
others went into the church to inspire in the faithful the respect and love they
should have for Jesus Christ.

The deacon Peter reports the following from Saint Gregory: “One day, during the
holy Mass, when the celebrant said these words: Pax Domini sit semper
vobiscum: May the peace of the Lord be always with you, the angels were heard
saying in a resounding voice, so as to be heard by all present: £t cum Spiritu tuo:
And with your Spirit.

» This is why, since that time, when the Sovereign Pontiff celebrates in public,
no one responds: Et cum Spiritu tuo, in order to preserve the memory of this
miracle.

Our guardian angels will not fail to mark all our good deeds in the book of life,
to present them to God at the moment when we are judged.

It is they who are the depositaries of all the good that we have done during the
course of our lives, it is they who will inspire us, in the terrible moment of death,
with great confidence, and who will give us the happiness of receiving the last
sacraments.

It is our angels who express great regret to the good God [le bon Dieu] for our
sins.
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Let's say everything, My brethren, in two words: they are our good guardian
angels, who, after having kept us company throughout our lives, after having
used all possible means, either to bring us out of sin, or to make us persevere in
grace, take our souls in triumph into heaven.

If you doubt this, listen to Jesus Christ tell you that the angels took the soul of
Lazarus into the bosom of Abraham, which is heaven.

Saint Anthony tells us that he saw the soul of Saint Paul, a hermit, led into
heaven by the angels.

Alas!

My brethren, who among us can sufficiently deplore the misfortune of these
Christians who do not know if they have a guardian angel; or who, perhaps, will
spend a considerable time, without thanking the good God [le bon Dieu] for the
graces he grants them through the protection of their guardian angel, without
saying a Pater and an Ave in his honor.

Ah, let us not be surprised to have so little zeal for the glory of God and the
salvation of our souls; it is that our guardian angel, as punishment for our
ingratitude, abandons us to ourselves.

So we do much harm and little good.

Alas!

How many Christians are damned for having despised their guardian angels!
What reproaches at the hour of death, when, imploring his help, he will say to us,
as well as to this dying man of whom the story speaks: “Go, unhappy one, you
have had nothing but contempt for me, so the good God [le bon Dieu] has
commanded me to abandon you to the power of the demons, of whom you have

been the faithful servant,” Alas, my God, how the number of these people has
grown. ..

See, My brethren, how much the Church is keen that we have great devotion to
the angels.

In October, each year, she celebrates a festival in honor of the holy angels, and in
particular the holy angels (guardians).
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There is still a pious practice, which is to dedicate Tuesdays in honor of the holy
guardian angels.

How, My brethren, can we forget these protective angels, who are always next to
us, and who never leave us for a single moment?

Let us try to thank the good God [le bon Dieu] often for this grace, and to often
have recourse to them in our sorrows, in our illnesses, in our sorrows and
afflictions.

They are our best friends, they love us, and never leave us until they have led us
into heaven.

Let us try from time to time to say some prayers, an alms, to have (a) mass said
in their honor; let fathers and mothers especially do this, to attract the protection
of angels to their children, their servants.

Oh! if they are faithful to it, they will soon see peace reign in their family, union
between all the members, but above all religion, which will make them happy in
this world, while waiting for them to be happy in the other.

It is happiness that I wish you.



