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THE VicTIM

OF SIN
— Saint Gertrude
A prayer in which
our Blessed Lord hanging on the
cross is offered to God the Father.
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LOOK down, O pitiful
Father, from the throne of thy
Majesty and the lofty
habitation of thy heavens, and
behold thy beloved Son
hanging so piteously and so
ignominiously on the cross,
his sacred Body all stretched
and racked, and torn with
cruel wounds.

Look down upon that
spotless Lamb, who opened
not his mouth when in the
jaws of the wolves, to speak
one word of deprecation or
complaint. See thy most
beloved Son, thy sweet Jesus,
shedding his Blood with such
profuse liberality for the sin
of his brethren.

Behold that sacred Head,
before which the Powers of
heaven bow in reverent awe,
now itself bowed in
dereliction and in anguish.

See that Face,
fairer than the sons of men,

defiled with spittings,
seamed with scars,

besmeared with blood,
and marred with livid
bruises.
Behold
his eyes swimming in tears,
his gracious mouth distorted,
his sunken pallid cheeks,
his hair plucked out,
his arms so painfully
stretched, his bones out
of joint,

his breast torn with wounds,

his skin all scarred with
gashes,

his weak and trembling
knees,

his hands and feet dug
through with cruel nails,

his pierced side,

his heart laid open,

and all his limbs swollen
with scourging and
with blows.

Remember, O most
compassionate Father, who it
is that suffers; and remember
in thy mercy for whom he
suffers. Is not this thy well-
beloved Son, whom thou hast
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